PA.RT I.

CHAPTER I.

WOUNDS  AND   INJURIES.

MEDICAL evidence is required principally in cases where
the injuries liave caused death. In cases where the injured
person recovers, his own evidence is available^ though it
may often occur that medical evidence*is required in corro-
boration, or to prove that the wounds have, or have not
been self-inflicted, We will, therefore^ first consider cases
in which death has occurred. These may be divided into
two classes : (1) death caused by wounds^ or external in-
juries i and (2) death caused by hanging^ drowning, suf-
focation, strangulation, smothering, and starvation*

Under the head *e Wounds'3 fall all those injuries which What are
come under the definition in the Penal Code of hurt and wounds*
grievous hurt.    It depends upon the nature of the hurt
caused, the intention of the party causing it, and the result
of the hurt, whether the accused is guilty of simple hurt^
grievous hurt, attempt to commit murder or murder itself,*

This is the first and most important question which arises^ Cause of death*
and is one about which a doubt arises of tener in this country
than in Europe. As already stated, it frequently happens
that the apparent cause of death is not the actual cause of
death, It is, therefore, of the utmost importance, that as soon
as the dead body is discovered, the surrounding circum-
stances should be most carefully noted. When possible, a

* The old surgical definition of a wound makes it consist; In a solution of
continuity. This definition would not include contusions, concussions, bruises,
simple fractures, dislocations and sprains, since the solution of continuity must
take place in the skin. These latter are generally termed mechanical injuries,
but all these injuries of either kind fall naturally under the head of hurt, as
defined in the Penal Code,